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Dear Colleagues,  

On behalf of the CILT Board and Exco, please 

accept my best wishes for a Merry Xmas and 

Happy New Year in advance. 

Donald Trump has won. Trump 2.0 controls 

the Presidency, Senate and House of 

Representatives. New global realities include 

a multipolar world, with BRICS countriesô 

economies and demographics overshadowing 

G7 countries and Europe. Rising 

protectionism and new Inflationary ñtariff warsò 

could further erode global free trade. Global 

supply chains will be adversely affected, 

requiring continued focus on Supply Chain 

Resilience.  

 

The economies of India and China will 

continue to grow faster than the US economy. 

ASEAN and Singaporeôs economies are likely 

to manage their steady GDP growth 

trajectories, given continued FDI inflows and 

inbound production/manufacturing capacity 

arising from the ongoing China+ supply chain 

restructuring regionally. As part of Singaporeôs 

GIC strategy, it will stay invested in the United 

States despite rising geopolitical and trade-

related tensions. 

The Ukraine war is further complicated by the 

entry of North Koreaôs troops alongside 

Russians in the battlefield, as part of a new 

Russia-North Korea military collaboration. 

Hopefully, the new US Administration pursues 

fresh initiatives to bring peace and stability in 

both the Ukraine and Mid-East/Gaza conflicts. 

Singaporeôs advanced manufacturing and the 

attendant supply chain and logistics industries 

will  continue to benefit from the opening of the 

NEW $220 million Resin Factory, as well as 

the NEW Astra Zeneca Pharmaceutical Plant 

at Tuas. Enhancing Singaporeôs economic 

competitiveness globally must be 

accompanied with sustained and 

commensurate talent management and skills 

upgrading, while ensuring robust supply chain 

resilience. 

 

LAND ð Autonomous Vehicles (AVs). LTA 

has approved the use of SELF-DRVING 

Vehicles (i.e. Chye Thiamôs electric Robo 

Sweepers at Airline Road and Marine Coastal 

Drive and FairPrice Groupôs electric Logistics 

Vehicles for cargo transportation at Benoi - 

Joo Koon. More self-driving minibuses and 

logistics vehicles are likely to be progressively 

deployed on fixed routes after meeting safety 

and technical standards and robust 

testing/trials. The AVs will improve productivity 

as well as reduce carbon footprint. Changi 

Airport CAG, SIAEC and SATS are, 

reportedly, expected to also trial a self-driving 

BUS at the Airportôs restricted area. 

EV Charging. LTA has completed installing 

15,300 EV charging stations i.e. over 25% of 

its plan to install 60,000 EV stations island 

 /I!Lwa!bΩ{ a9{{!D9   

Listen to this article 7 min 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ia89Q0z6RIPRcmJUPwGXxHITinQH_3YI/view?usp=drive_link
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wide. About 7,100 charging points are 

PUBLICLY accessible; the remainder are in 

PRIVATE premises such as condominiums. 

ERP 2.0 (new satellite electronic road 

pricing) and COE. LTA has announced that it 

will inject up to 20,000 additional COEs in the 

next few years from February 2025. Between 

2019-2023, as a result of changing travel 

patterns, the total mileage of vehicles had 

reduced by approximately 6%. LTA considers 

that the vehicle population could thus be 

increased by 2% and traffic congestion will be 

better managed by the Virtual Gantries, aided 

by the  new satellite- based ERP 2.0. The long-

term goal remains a car-lite travel experience; 

the MRT network has since increased by 18% 

from 228 km in 2019 to 270 km today. 

 

SMRT - Rail Reliability & Safety. SMRT has 

since formed a working group comprising LTA 

subject matter experts and NTWU (National 

Transport Workers Union) representatives to 

review the safety and reliability of its rail 

network. The review will cover existing 

systems and processes, life cycle 

management, asset renewal and 

maintenance, safety, as well as benchmarking 

with selected overseas rapid transit 

corporations.  

While ALL SMRT lines have consistently 

achieved a creditable reliability rate i.e. Mean 

Kilometres Between Failure (MKBF) of at least 

1 million train-km since 2019, it is committed 

to further improving the reliability and safety of 

its rail network. 

 

AVIATION / AIRPORT ï Changi Airport 

Infrastructure Expansion. CAAS and CAG 

recently announced Passenger Fees and 

Airline Levies  increases over the next 6 years 

to fund its ambitious expansion. Changi Airport 

has undertaken a massive $3 billion airport 

infrastructure improvement covering all the 

four existing terminals, which could reach 

close to its maximum handling capacity of 90 

million passengers by 2030.  

In 2019, Changi handled 68.3 million pax. 

CAG is also actively pursuing the development 

of its new Terminal 5 with a planned capacity 

of 50 million pax per year by mid-2035 or so. 

Having  chalked a throughput of 65.9 million 

pax as at September 2024, it may exceed its 

2019 record throughput by year end or early 

2025. 
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Singapore Airlines announced a massive $1.1 

billion investment to retrofit and upgrade its 

newly designed cabins for its 41 Airbus A350 

fleet. SIAôs subsidiary, SIAEC, will manage the 

retrofit effort. The local upgrading exercise, 

with the first retrofitted plane in Q2 2026, is 

slated for completion over 6 years.  

 

MILITARY LOGISTICS ï Exercise Wallaby. 

The 9-week (8 Sep to 3 Nov) exercise is the 

SAFôs largest unilateral, cross-service 

integrated, training exercise at the Shoalwater 

Bay Training Area in Queensland, Australia.  It 

involved 6,200 personnel with 490 platforms 

from the Army, RSAF and Digital Intelligence 

Service (DIS) over 3 Training Frames: 

 

Frame 1 involves the Singapore Armyôs 

Armour, Army Intelligence, Combat Engineer, 

and Combat Service Support units, and the 

RSAFôs aircraft, Ground Based Air Defence 

(GBAD) assets and Air-Land Tactical Control 

Centre (ALTaCC). 

Frame 2 involves the Singapore Armyôs 

Guards and SAF Transport units and the 

RSAFôs aircraft, GBAD assets and ALTaCC.  

Frame 3 involves the Singapore Armyôs 

Infantry, Armour, Army Intelligence, Combat 

Engineer and Transport units, the RSAFôs 

aircraft, GBAD assets, ALTaCC, Agile 

Innovation and Digital Department (RAiD) and 

the DISô Military Intelligence Expert (MIE) 

intelligence analysts. 

The final phase of Exercise Wallaby was 

Exercise Trident, a 10-day joint exercise by 

the SAF and the Australian Defence Force 

(ADF) on 6-15 Nov (see page 16 for article on 

Exercise Trident). 

Exercise Trident facilitated COOPERATION & 

INTEROPERABILITY between SAF and ADF 

as part of enhancing the bilateral defence 

relationship and defence cooperation  under 

the Singapore-Australia Comprehensive 

Strategic Partnership. 

Karmjit Singh 

Chairman 
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CILT AUSTRALIA: TRANSCENDING 

THE SYSTEM PARADIGM 

20 FEB 2024 
 

Join CILT Australia for the final instalment in their 
three-part series exploring, "The Role That Systems 
Thinking Can Play in Advancing the Supply Chain & 
Logistics Discipline". 
 

 
 
REGISTER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CILT SRI LANKA: 3RD RESEARCH 

SYMPOSIUM ON SUPPLY CHAIN 

MANAGEMENT & LOGISTICS 

14 FEB 2024 
 

 
 
FIND OUT MORE 
 

  

https://www.cilta.com.au/events/simple-registration?CalendarEventKey=ddba36d3-156b-407c-abfb-018fbdc26480
https://ciltinternational.org/events/cilt-sri-lanka-3rd-research-symposium-on-supply-chain-management-logistics/







































































